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THE FOLLOWING 


AC Lon AN 


IS TAKEN FROM THE 


' PUBLIC NEWSPAPERS, 
_ PUBLISHED in 17833 


And is ſufficient to demonſtrate that he 


WHOLE FORCE of GOVERNMENT 


* ee eee. 2 


Is incompetent to compel the 


-_ 


Soldier of a ſingle Scots Regiment, 


To SURRENDER to their 


OFFICERS, oz any BODY or MEN wRATrEvxx, 


THEIR 


Rights and Liberties. 
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LONDON: PRINTED 1783, 
. REPRINTED 793. 


Athol Highlanders. 


A LETTER TR LORD GEORGE GORDON ro 
THE EARE or SHELBURNE, FirsT Lord oF 


THE TREASURY, c. 


MY LORD, 


HAVE juſt received, by the poſt, two Letters from his 
Majeſty's 77th Regiment of Foot, the ATHOL 
HIGHLANDERS, at Portſmouth, and think it my duty 


to lay the following Extracts from one of them before your 
Lordſhip, as Prime Miniſter, without any loſs of time : 


TO LORD GEORGE GORDON, LONDON. 
c My Lord, 


„ IMPRESSED with a deep ſenſe of your exertions in 
ſupport of the Liberties of the Inhabitants of Great Bri- 
Fain, particularly Scotland, a great number of his Majeſ- 
* ty's 77th Athol Highland regiment of foot, take this me- 
thod of making application to your Lordſhip, for your 
ſupport at this critical time; which, to illuſtrate the better, 
we beg leave to inform your Lordſhip, that this regiment 
was raiſed in the beginning of the year 1778, and the 
men were enliſted and atteſted for three years, or during 
the American war ; but now five years are elapſed, during 
which time we have faithfully ſerved his Majeſty, with the 
greatelt loyalty and zeal ; and although we never were 
upon any actual ſervice, yet we were always ready and 

willing to exert ourſelves, if occaſion required. But now, 
when the American war is over, and peace ſigned with 
France and Spain, and a ceſſation of Arms agreed to with 
Holland, behold then, and not till then, the Atho! High- 
landers are ordered to the Eaſt Indies. 


«Tf 


E 


« Tf this is not a violation of juſtice and humanity, 
and an in/idious encroachment upon our liberties, certainly 
there is no ſuch thing as liberty or humani:y exiſts. 


„However, we hope that your Lordſhip will not ſuffer 
ſuch a violation of the rights and liberties of Scotſmen, 
but will apply in ſuch a manner as you ſhall judge moſt 
proper to ſome member of adminiſtration, or other, for an 
order to ſtop the ſailing of the Eaſt-India fleet, and for 
our regiment being brought on ſhore, and ſharing the ſame 
fate as other regiments raiſed on the ſame footing. | 

«© Though we have no particular claim to your Lord- 
ſhip's patronage or ſupport, yet we, in a.manner, make 
ourſelves ſure of your Lordſhip's interpoſition and ſup- 
port at this crifis ; ſo much are we impreſſed with a ſenſe 
of your love and attachment to your country and coun- 
trymen, however low in circumſtances, | | 


„We therefore beg leave once more to implore your 
Lordſhip's interpoſition at this time. 

« We are to embark to-morrow; but there is every ap- 
appearance, at preſent, of a deſperate reſiſtance being made 
by the men, How it will end, time lone muſt determine. 

« We aſſure your Lordſhip that we never were ſo much 
as informed of any ſuch intention till laſt Wedneſday, 
when we got the route from Andover to this place; and 
notwithſtanding peace being ſigned, we have received freſh 
orders for embarkation to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. 
We beg leave to aſſure your Lordſhip, that we entirely 
depend upon your interpoſition and ſupport. 

« And we remain with the moſt perfect reſpect and 
eſteem, My Lord, 

© Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
„ And humble Servants.” 


{Here the Signatures of the Leaders foilowed, but Lord George 
Gordon did not think proper to communicate them to Go- 
vernment.] 


þ 


Portſmouth, 26th of TFamary, 1783. 


Now, my Lord, I have nothing to add upon! this ſub- 
ject, at preſent, except that if your Lordſhip, or the King's 
Cabinet think, from the good opinion the Athol High- 
landers are pleaſed to expreſs of me, that I can be of any 
ſervice in the affair, I will either go dawn my elf directly, 
this night to Portimouth, or write them a letter, or ſend my 
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man_ expreſs with a verbal meſſage, or do any thing that 
is juſt and fair, and honourable. | 


| Pleaſe to excuſe haſte. I ain, &c. 


Eleven o Cloct, Tueſday night, G. GORDON. 
January 28, 1783. * 


On Wedneſday Mr. Mann, one of the King's Meſſen- 
gers, brought the following anſwer from the Firft Lord of 
the Treaſury, to Lord George Gordon: 

„ Logp SxELBURNE preſents his compliments to 
Lord George Gordon, and thanks his Lordſhip for his 
letter, and offers of ſervice, which h. did not receive 
„till this morning; every neceſſary meaſure was taken 
** by his Majeſty's ſervants yeſterday upon the ſubject of 
„it, immediately after this account was received. 

Shelburne Houſe, Wedneſday, Jan. 29. | 


Extra of a Letter from Por TSMOUTH- 


. * YESTERVAY one of the greateſt ſcenes of confuſion 
happened, that ever was remembered in this town. The 
Highland, or 77th regiment, now quartered here, were 
In on Saturday, to be ready to embark for the Eaſt 
ndies the next morning. In obedience to the order, they 
aſſembled on the parade, but with a determined reſolution, 
not to embark, alledging, as a reaſon, that thtir arrears dere 
not paid, and that they were enliſted on the expreſs condi- - 
tion, to ſerve only, three years, or during the American wat: 
and as they conceived thoſe conditions were fulfilled, and 
that they were now intended for the Eaſt-India ns 
ſervice, where none of their Officers were going, they de- 
clared that they would ſtaud by each other to the laft, and 
would not be compelled to embark for the Eait-Indies, ag 
they believed their Officers had bartared them away to that 
Company. EA i ab ER. 
The Colonel was not preſent, but the Lieutenant Co- 
"Jonel and the other Officers inſiſted, that they ſhould em- 
bark. In conſequence of which the ſoldiers ſurrounded 
them, violently beating the Licutenant-Colonel and ſeveral 
others, who narrowly eſcaped with wounds and bruiſes ; 
peer which they repaired to the magazine and ſtore houſe 
for the regiment, which they broke open, and furniſhed 
themſelyes with ſeveral rounds of powder and ball. 


» 


Pf 


parts againſt the 


infted likewiſe 


to Ys 
Highlanders from poſſeſſing themſel ves of the parade guard- 


houſe; but being diſcovered, before they gained that plac 


the Highlanders fired on them, killed one, and wounded 
one or two others, which compelled the Invalids to retreat. 
In ſhort, the-whole was a ſcene of the utmoſt confuſion. 
Sir Thomas Pye, and Sir John Carter, the Mayor, took 
every ſtep in their power to appeaſe them; and on theic 
promiſing that they ſhould not be embarked until further 
orders were received, they ſeparated, and returned to their 
quarters by the evening, tolerably well ſatisfied; and this 


morning they have been infocmed their embarkation will 
not be inſiſted on.” Wea 


ExtraZ of a Letter from Poxrsuour R, Feb. 2. 


« Tat Duke of Athol, Colonel Murray, and Lord 
George Lenox, Commander in Chief, in Scotland, have 
been down here; but the Athol Highlanders are fill deter- 
mined not to go to the Eaſt-[ndies. 


* They have put up their arms and ammunition into 
one of the magazines, and placed a very ſtrong guard over 
them, whilſt the reſt of the regiment ſleep and retreth 
themſelves. They come regularly and quietly to the 
grand parade, very cleanly dreſſed, twice a day. Tier 
Adjutant and 2 Officers parade with them. 
One day it was propoſed to turn the great guns on the ram 

Highlanders ; but the icheme was ſoon 
over - ruled. Another time it was ſuggeſted to ſend for ſome 
marching regiments, quartered near this place; upon 
which the Highlanders drew up the draw-bridges, and 
placed centinels at them, 

„The 81ſt, another Highland regiment, aboard the 
Indiamen, have alſo in/ifed on being aiſembarted; and 
we hear that they were to be diſemharked on Tu-/aay. 


'The Athol Highlanders are then to march for Guildford, 
in their way home to Scotland. 


% An ——4 regiment, embarked for the Weſt - Indies, 


on being relanded and cut the cabals of 


their tranſports, and are now in the barracks here. The 
Athol regiment is quartered among the towns? people: 
they do not all appear to be Highlanders. There are in- 
deed ſome of Struan Robertſon's men among them. and a 
few of the Glen-ammon people, ſome Stua ts of Appin, 
and Camerons of Lochiel; but they chiefly coufilt of 

* young 


9 
young lads from Perth, Glaſgow, Dundee, and Montroſe, 
amounting in the whole to a thouſand men. 


« The inns are all full of company from London ; and 
the Country people, from Suſſex, and twenty miles round, 
flock in to ſee the Highlanders, 


— — 


SECOND LETTER rA LORD GEORGE GOR. 
DON, To TRE EARL or SHELBURNE, Frzasr 
. LorpDp oF THE TREASURY. 


My Lord, | 
HAVING ſent your Lordſhip's Anſwer to me, to 
Portſmou li, for the ſatisfaction of the Athol Highlanders; 
and havivg received further intelligence from the regiment 
en Friday night jrom Guildford and Godalming, I think 
it my duty to incloſe the following Extracts trom their 
Addreſſes and Letters to me, for the peruſal of his Ma- 
jeſty's Servants, 


TO LORD GEORGE GORDON, LONDON. 


« My Lord, Godalming, 7th Feb. 1783. 
„ WE have had the honour of writing to you from 
Portſmouth, on the 26th ult. and informed your Lord- 
ſhip of the intention of ſending the Athotf Highlanders to 
the Eati-Indies, in violation of the public faith and huma- 
| nity. We likewiſe informed your Lordſhip, that there 
was every appearance of à deſperate re/itance being made by 
the men, which has taken place, as was foreſeen. 


« But, my Lord, we want words to expreſs thoſe ſen- 
timents of gratitude, with which almoſt every man in this 
regiment is inſpired, on account of your Lordſhip's im- 
mediate and ſucceſsfu} 1nterpoſition in our behalf, 


& Nothing on earth could have given fo univerſal joy 
as the appzarance of your Lordihip's Letter to Lord 
Shelburne, which was immediately followed by an en- 
Guiry ia the Houſe of Commons, which has procured us a 
pro niſe from Lord George Lenox, that we ſhall be efec- 
tually redreſfſed. | 


« This promiſe was made ix bis Majeſty's name, and 
given out in Public Orders; ſo that it is impofüble for 
Government to recede from it, without a manifzt viola- 
Zen of Public Faith, And we are in hope, that the 
: | | | 8 Speeches 
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„„ 
Speeches in the Houſe of Commons will make them a lit- 


tle more cautious for the future. 


© My Lord, we have reaſon to hope, that we ſhall have 
our Rights : and we beg leave to inform you that, under 
God, we look upon your Lordſhip's interpoſition as the 
| ſole means of procuring us that redreſs, the proſpect of 

which fills us with ſentiments eaſier to conceive than to 
expreſs. . | 


% The regiment in general would be glad of conveying 
their grateful thanks to Lord Maitland and Mr, Viner 


who ſo nobly ſupported their cauſe in the Houſe of Com- 
mors. 


We conelude, by aſſuring your Lordſhip, that neither 
time, nor place, ſhall ever eraſe from our m nds, that grate- 
ful ſenſe we entertain of your favour and kindneſs, which 
has happily been the means of ſaving almoſt a thouſand 
men from SLAVERY, which, to a Briton, is far worſe than 
death. We are, FONT 
With the moſt profound gratitude and eſteem, 
| c My Lord, 


« Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble Servants.” 


[Here the Signatures of the Leaders followed, but Lord Georgr 


Gordon did not think proper to communicate them to Go- 
vernment, ] 


&« P. S. The bearer will inform your Lordſhip of ſeveral 
occurrences that happened ſince the 26th, by which your 
Lordſhip will have a clearer idea of things than can be 
obtained by the above.“ 


F , 


The Humble Addreſs from his Majeſty's 77th Regiment, 
to the Right Hon. Loxp GEORGE Gon DON. 


| Head Quarters, Guildford, Surrey, 
4 May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 7th FEB. 1783. 

«© WE, the Athol Highlanders, deeply impreſſed with a 

ſenſe of your Lordſhip's goodneſs, do take this method of 
returning our moſt gratetul thayſs to your Lordſhip for 
having interpoſed in our behalf. 
- « Your name will ever ſhine in record for the zeal you 
have ſhewn for the intereſt of your country, in the defence 
of its laws, both civil and religious, againſt all Popiſh 
pps ora and tyranny whatſoever ; and which embald- 
ened us to lay hold upon you. 


«« We glory to think we have a countryman, ſo zea- 
lous for our rights and privileges. 


4 We 


. 
« We ſhall leave any further particulars to the beater. 
% May God long proſper your Lordſhip. 
«« We are, with humble ſubmiſſion, 
« Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient Servants.” 


[Here the Signatures of the Leaders followed, but Lord George 
Gordon did not think proper to communicate them to Go- 
vernment. ] | 


T Hope my Lord, that I have done my duty in repree 
ſenting the intelligence I received for the information of 
his Majeſty's ſervants ; and truſting to the promiſe made to 
the Athol Highlanders, in his Majeſiy's name, by the Right 
Hon. Lord George Lenox, that they ſhall be e fectually re- 
drefſed, I have nothing further to trouble your Lordſhip 
with upon that ſubject. | | 

I return you thanks for your Anſwer to me, and for 
your immediate attention to the buſineſs ; and | 
I am, my Lord, with all due reſpect, 

Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
| | And humble Servant, 
Welbeck-ftreet, 10th Feb. 1783. . G. GORDON. 


P. S. Your Lordſhip, I dare fay, will be pleaſed to 
hear, that the Athol Highlanders, before they left Portſ- 
mouth, entered unanimouſly into a very handſome and vo- 
Juntary ſubſcription, throughout the whole regiment, for 
the comfort and ſupport of the poor widow of the unfor- 
tunate invalid, who was ſhot by them, more through acci- 
dent than intention. | 


— —  — — — 

Adminiſtration fully yielded to the Athol Highlanders every 
point they had contended for, ſuffering their return to 
Scotland and ſubſequent diſbandment, without attempting 
to bring them to a Court Martial. It is tbus that a 
DETER MINED COUNTENANCE, DU Cavurios, 
and PERFECT UXANIMITY, N IN DE- 
STRUYING THE. SCHEMES or DISHONEST COURTI- 
EAS. 'THUS DID THESE BRAVE SOLDIERS 
TRIUMPH !—an ExaMPLE To ALL OTHERS, 0 re- 
fit zmpoſition, under WHATEVER SHAPE or Au THORL- 
TYit may be attempted to be practiſed. | | 


